
Colossians 4 v 3 
Don’t let setbacks stop you 

 
Look again at Colossians 4:3. Paul spent a significant part of his ministry behind bars, but he 
never stopped preaching, writing, or encouraging churches. In fact, prison was not the only 
setback Paul experienced. Read 2 Corinthians 11:24–28.  
 
Wow! Can you imagine facing those kinds of setbacks and still pressing on? Paul refused to 
allow any obstacle to stand in his way. He simply would not give up.  
 
We cannot expect that life will always be easy. There will be obstacles. There will be 
setbacks. If we are to be the church God has called us to be, we must press on during hard 
times.  

David is a youth minister at a small church. His first year there he planned a special 
weeklong summer camp for his group. He rented a small retreat centre and began 
encouraging the students in his group to come and bring their friends. More than 50 
students came to Christ at that camp. During the next school year, David made plans for his 
next camp. That’s when the problems began. He couldn’t find a facility large enough for his 
group. Since the church owned only one bus, they would have to rent additional vehicles. 
The expenses mounted, requiring more fundraising activities. He needed adult sponsors and 
had trouble getting volunteers because there was an important church-wide event 
scheduled the same week as the camp. Finally, at a board meeting, he was told to cancel the 
trip. A board member said, “Obviously God is not in this project, or it wouldn’t be so 
difficult.”  

Where did this board member get his theology? It certainly wasn’t from the Bible. The Bible 
is quite clear on this subject: if you seek to do any good thing for the glory of God, you will 
face opposition. You can’t throw in the towel just because things get a little rough. David 
stood his ground, and the event finally came together. Again, more than 50 students gave 
their lives to Christ at this camp. David’s youth group is now larger than the adult 
congregation of the church.  

[Q] Why do Christians often measure God’s will by how easily things come together?  
[Q] What other passages or stories in Scripture support the fact that this just isn’t true? 
Name  
as many as you can recall.  
[Q] Have you ever persevered in ministry when it looked impossible? If so, tell us about it.  
[Q] What part does prayer have in perseverance? Why?  
 
Pray that you will have an open door for ministry to your community, that you will proclaim 
clearly the message of Christ, and that you will carry on regardless of what stands in your 
way. With prayer and God’s help, we cannot fail.  

 
 


